
 

 
 
 

PROGRAM: 4TH ANNUAL MEDUSA CONFERENCE 
 

March 15-17th, 2017 Location: Ap 246, 19 Russell St, Toronto ON 
Open to the public, no registration, drop-ins welcome  

Special Workshop:  Friday March 17th, 11:15-11:45am - Dr. Elizabeth Dunn 
Keynote Presentation: Friday March 17th, 3-5pm - Dr. Tina Moffat 

 

Wednesday March 15th 
3-5pm Special Symposium: Research Presentations from Graduate Students 

Affected by United States Travel Ban 
Discussant: Dr. Andrea Muehlebach 
 

Mark Chatarpal and Munkaila Musah 
The controversies surrounding Ghana’s Biosafety Act: Tangled pathways towards a 
sustainable ‘sovereign’ food-future. 
 

Walaa Quisay 
Revolution, Trauma, and Secularity: a sociological inquiry into the decline in faith after the 
Rābiʿ ah al-ʿ Adawiyya Massacre 

5-7pm Opening Social Reception (Location TBD) 
 

Thursday March 16th 
8:30-9am Breakfast 

9-10am Launch Session: Online Worlds and their Offline Translations: Digital 
Communities as Sites of Cultural Formulation 

Discussant: Jessika Tremblay 
 

Melody Devries 
Digitized Ethics: Online Community Practice and the Normalization of Hate and 
Harassment 
 

Henry Lee Heinonen 
Deathnography: The Politics of Communities and Content on Facebook 
 

Katherine Mackenzie 
The Superpower of In/Visibility: Digital Strategies for Queer Self-Representation in 
Superhero Communities 

10-10:15am Coffee Break 

10:15- Understanding and Contesting Methods, Documentation and Policy on 
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11:15am Mental Health 
Discussant: Dr. Kristin Bright 
 

Peter Soles Muirhead 
History Instructions: A Fable for Human Kinds in the Archive of Psychiatry 
 

Walter Callaghan 
Reefer Madness, or Symptom Management?: The Biopolitics of Medical Marijuana, 
Psychiatric Epidemiology, and Making PTSD In/Visible 
 

Sarah E. Duignan 
Accessing the Lived Experiences of the Disordered Eating Body through Arts-Based 
Methodology 

11:15am 
-12:15pm 

(Mis)Understanding Women and the Female Body 
 

 

Rebecca Goodwin 
Reading Between the Lines: an engendered archaeology of the Western Canadian Arctic 
 

Kaitlyn Vleming 
Embodied Experiences of Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome Beyond “Women’s Health”  
 

Anneliese Mills 
Maternal Evacuation in Inuit Populations: A Settler-Colonial Critique 

12:15- 
1:30pm 

Lunch (provided) 

1:30-2:45pm Accessing the Invisible and the Sensory in Anthropology 
Discussant: Dr. Marcel Danesi 
 

Mehrnaz Rohbakhsh 
Knowledge Through Translation: Equations, Drawings and Sound  
 

Justine Conte 
Sounded Methodology in Anthropology 
 

Madelyn Prevost  
Ghosts, God(s), and Ghouls: including invisible interlocutors in ethnography 
 

Sophia Jaworski 
Unexplained Sensation as an Expression of Radical Hope 

2:45-3pm Coffee Break 

3-4:15pm Translating Borders: Examining Migration and Identity 
 

Discussant: Joey Youssef 
 

Erin Troy 
Encounters with Canadianness: Knowing Ourselves Through Critical Policy Analysis 
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Morganne Blais-McPherson 
Translating Missing Bodies: When Migrant Youth Cross Ethnographic Borders 
 

Adriaan Steyn   
Story of a South African Farm Attack 
 

Martin Sneath 
Contact After Contact: Linguistic Contact in Contact Upper Canada 

4:15-5:30pm Communication and Language in Science 
Discussant: Dr. Julie Teichroeb 
 

Johanna Pokorny 
At Rest: Shifting Concepts of the Self in Neuroscience 
 

Madlen M. Lang and Mallory G. I. Atell 
Biological Anthropology and the Media: lessons from recent controversies in a changing 
media landscape  
 

Malcolm S. Ramsay 
Translating Between Taxonomy and Traditional Ecological Knowledge: local names and 
Linnaean classifications in Madagasca r  
 

Matthew de Vries 
Translating behaviour in transitional environments: The influence of habitat on the activity 
budgets of two neotropical primates 

 
Friday March 17th 

8:30-9am Breakfast 

9-10am Communicating Resistance 
Discussant: Letha Victor 
 

Tri Phuong 
The Underground Seen: Moving Images, Heterotopias, and Alter-Natives  
 

Jim Powell 
Intersecting subjectivities: issues of translation and reinterpretation in same-sex desiring 
Muslims 
 

Tyla Beke 
Translating African Identity to New World Context: Communicating Solidarity through 
Ceramic Design on American Colonial Plantations  

10-11am Translating the Past: Historical Events and their Ongoing Durations 
Discussant: Dr. Ted Banning 
 

Jeremy Brooks 
“Translating the Impossible”: Deciphering Iconography at the World’s First Temple 
(Göbekli Tepe, Turkey – 12 KYA)  
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Raj Bhagat and Larry A. Sawchuk  
Influence of Occupational Class on Marriage Consanguinity in Malta, 1863-1880 
 

Devin L. Ward  
New Perspectives on Post-Occupational Villa Burials from the Roman Villa di Vacone 

11-11:15am Coffee Break 

11:15- 
11:45 

Special Workshop with Dr. Elizabeth Dunn 

11:45am- 
12:45pm 

Political Translations in Knowledge Production, States, Development and 
Ethnography 

Zahra Rajabi 
The Penal System as an Extension of the Colonial State: legitimizing colonial violence by 
managing bodies through targeted incarceration  
 

Sam Tai 
Effectual Documentation: Knowledge Co-Production and Indigenous Rights Litigation in 
Canada  
 

Bronwyn Frey 
Beyond an Anthropology of the Good: Connecting macrolevel forces and the body in 
ethnographies of suffering  
 

Miriam Hird-Younger 
Trust in Participatory Development: Potential Moves to Innocence  

12:45-1:30pm Lunch (Provided) 

1:30-2:45pm Understanding Human and Non-Human Interactions 
Discussant: Dr. Bence Viola 
 

Natalie Austin 
Defining the relationship between Homo sapiens and Neanderthals  
 

Fernando M. Mercado Malabet 
Tracing Behaviour in ‘Footprints’: Indirect spatial-modelling approaches to the study of 
realized habitat preferences in crowned lemur (Eulemur coronatus) 
 

Jessica Broe-Vayda 
Becoming with Cyanobacterial Blooms: Responsive Potentials from Microbial Gatherings 
 

Arwen Johns 
Are You What You Eat? Translating Food as Symbol and Self in an Ancient Peruvian Polity 

2:45-3pm Coffee Break 

3-3:15pm Awards and Introduction of Keynote Speaker 
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3:15-5pm Keynote Presentation: Dr. Tina Moffat 

 
 

ABSTRACTS  
 

Special Session: Research Presentations from Graduate Students Affected by United 
States Travel Ban 

 
The controversies surrounding Ghana’s Biosafety Act: Tangled pathways towards a sustainable 
‘sovereign’ food-future. 
Mark Chatarpal and Munkaila Musah 
 
After years of intense social struggle, in 2015 thousands of small scale farmers along with civil 
society groups celebrated a court ruling that placed a temporary moratorium on the introduction 
of genetically modified seeds into Ghana. The moratorium prevented the Ghanaian government 
from introducing the Plant Breeders Bill, a piece of legislature that built upon the Biosafety Act of 
2011 which outlined the handling and use of GMO’s—to include legal precedence that protected 
the patenting rights of biotech industries. We argue that these two bills have strong similarities 
to policies drafted by the International Union for the Protection of New Varieties of Plants 
(UPOV 1991). At the core of these tensions between the state and the food justice movement 
exists several definitions of what food sovereignty means. Can the court ruling be interpreted as 
a rejection of the government’s current food policy and by extension the state’s agenda to 
privatize Ghana’s food system? Has the outpouring of support against GMO’s impacted the 
status consumption of locally grown foods? Using ethnographic data, the paper will analyze the 
strength of the Ghanaian government’s interpretation of food sovereignty and pose a viable 
‘middle ground’ vis-à-vis the use of Sui generis plant varieties. 
 
Revolution, Trauma, and Secularity: a sociological inquiry into the decline in faith after the 
Rābiʿ ah al-ʿ Adawiyya Massacre 
Walaa Quisay 
  

The Egyptian revolution prompted a deep transformation in the value systems, ideals, and 
worldviews of many young revolutionary Egyptian youths. It consisted of episodes of 
momentous successes and epic failures. These dramatic events created a sense of existential 
crisis amongst many. This paper focuses on the process of secularisation and eventual loss in 
faith that many Islamist youths have undergone especially after the Rābiʿah massacre. This 
trauma coupled with the changing in religious attitudes magnified the ‘question of evil’. The 
paper approaches the transformations in belief comparatively by consulting theological 
productions in Holocaust studies. In doing so, it explores how divinity is scrutinised and how 
new selfhoods develop. This paper will break the process of secularisation into three parts. It 
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will firstly explore notions of the Divine and the self in the religious-political pedagogical systems 
of the Muslim Brotherhood, which in a way made political activism and engagement a central 
element to belief. In the years leading up to the revolution and most dramatically after the 
revolution, pedagogy was marginalised and the activism was amplified. The paper will then look 
at the episode of trauma (i.e the Rābiʿah massacre). The literature on radical theology 
developed as part of Holocaust studies presents a very interesting point of comparison. God in 
a sense is put on trial for not intervening to prevent such a tragedy to happen. The loss of faith 
becomes not an indifference to God but rather a rejection of his divinity which is then transferred 
to the collective selves of the people. The last part represents the ideological understandings 
resulting from this process. The decline of authorities, on a deeper level, left an intellectual 
vacuum. This paper will identify the way in which this vacuum had to be filled. Additionally, it will 
show how that has impacted the social transformation of the secularised (formerly Islamist) 
revolutionary Egyptian youths.  

 
 Online Worlds and their Offline Translations: Digital Communities as Sites of Cultural 

Formulation 
 

Digitized Ethics: Online Community Practice and the Normalization of Hate and Harassment. 
Melody Devries 
 
Digital practice is not merely a reflection of our offline life, but instead a refraction of ourselves; a 
distorted reformation of cultural and ethical norms in spaces not censored by face-to-face 
interaction. Subsequently, when addressing ethics as the reflexive process encapsulated by 
questions such as "what kind of person should one be?" we must consider how the answer may 
be two-fold to one individual: referring to how one should conduct themselves as a public 
individual in certain online spheres verses within offline interactions. This paper presents an 
anthropological tracing of the digitally mediated practices of translating narratives of “right” and 
“wrong”, and the ethical permissions that justify anti-feminist or anti-progressive rhetoric. 
Specifically, I will examine the emergence of violent anti-feminist abuse online, as was seen in 
high profile cases such as #Gamergate and Reddit vs Ellen Pao. In following this, I will 
investigate the relationship between these cases and the emergence of the largely online group 
known as the “Alt-Right”, exposing the practice of re-branding terms such as “anti-Semite” to 
"counter-Semite" as reflexive maintenance of ethical personhood, which enables the continued 
touting of White nationalist ideology. In this discussion, I will stress how it is increasingly 
important for academics to ask questions such as: "How are ethics re-formulated within online 
worlds?", "To what extent do the textual practices of online communities influence the evolution 
of ethics in digital discursive spheres?" and "What happens when these re-constituted digital 
ethics enter the offline world?" 
  
Deathnography: The Politics of Communities and Content on Facebook 
Henry Lee Heinonen 
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My page on Facebook is called Deathnography - it’s a space where I disseminate 
anthropological and political ideas, mostly through memes (specifically edited images with text) 
and essays. Though it was never planned nor expected, my page and I became a part of 
Leftbook  (a loose network of feminists, anarchists, and communists) and Weird Facebook  (the 
surrealist vanguard of internet memes). Through my enrolment and participation in these 
communities, my relationship with politics, art, and anthropology has transformed. Social media 
has become the dominant space for political discourse, and memes have become an essential 
part of this discourse, especially throughout 2016. This discourse is permeated by new forms of 
humour and a dialectic of irony and sincerity - gaining fluency in these logics is a process that 
millions of people have been through and continue to go through. Understanding this process 
requires an analysis of the complex ties that form and break between users, groups, and pages, 
and the content that flows through and creates communities. Niche academic pages such as 
Deathnography (and it is worth noting there are very few other anthropology meme pages) offer 
unique perspectives and translations of inaccessible academic texts. This translated content is 
aggregated and analyzed by communities made of people within and outside of the academy to 
create new syntheses of knowledge, which are surprisingly durable and unified. This 
presentation is an exploration of these new networks, very recent histories, and the politics of 
the political online. 
  
The Superpower of In/Visibility: Digital Strategies for Queer Self-Representation in Superhero 
Communities 
Katherine Mackenzie 
 
Comic books and their superheroes have long reflected a very specific subjectivity of who gets 
to be the hero. Yet as homogenous as these representations may be, the fans who engage with 
this media are less so. The rise of online community forums specifically addressing these 
narrative gaps has been particularly prominent among queer-identifying users, many of whom 
engage creative media as strategies for self-representation. This paper specifically explores the 
use of creative digital media by queer-identifying users who participate in these online fan 
communities. Based on 2016 data from 328 anonymous surveys from self-identifying queer 
individuals, this paper addresses themes of queer representation, narratives, and identity. 
Predominantly focusing on participation in Tumblr fan forums, participants were asked about 
their own experiences in using creative media as strategies for self-representation, whether they 
felt increasing representations of queer desires and identities in mainstream superhero comics 
would be valuable, their experiences online – both of community and of harassment – and the 
significance of queering superhero narratives. This paper explores the tensions around queer 
representations, and addresses how and why queer fans engage in these creative projects of 
self-representation so that the queer identities and experiences are translated into a hero with 
the power of visibility. 
 

Understanding and Contesting Methods, Documentation and Policy on Mental Health 
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Reefer Madness, or Symptom Management?: The Biopolitics of Medical Marijuana, Psychiatric 
Epidemiology, and Making PTSD In/Visible 
Walter Callaghan 
In June 2015, the Supreme Court of Canada overruled the Conservative government and 
affirmed the right of patients to use medical marijuana in any form to treat symptoms of a variety 
of conditions.  This resulted in a noticeable surge in the number of veterans of the Canadian 
Forces opting for medical marijuana over pharmacotherapy, rising from 112 authorizations in 
2014 to over 1300 at the beginning of 2016.  This rapid increase has led to questions over the 
efficacy of medical marijuana in treating PTSD, with the psychiatric and pharmaceutical 
industries highlighting a lack of clinical-trial evidence, and with political opponents framing the 
use of marijuana as being for something other than medical purposes, even going so far as to 
question the validity of veterans’ claims of experiencing psychological distress.  These 
biomedical and political discourses have had a secondary effect of making the prevalence and 
severity of PTSD less visible to the general public, despite ongoing peer-support 
patient-advocacy efforts to destigmatize and make visible the impact and reality of PTSD.   The 
subjective claims by veterans of positive symptom management thru medical marijuana are 
frequently dismissed as irrelevant by critics, who alternately question the ability and/or 
motivation of veterans to make appropriate decisions about their own health.  This paper will 
examine this biopolitical contest over what constitutes acceptable and appropriate treatment for 
PTSD, with a critical review of recent and highly controversial changes to the medical marijuana 
policy at Veterans’ Affairs Canada. 
  
Accessing the Lived Experiences of the Disordered Eating Body through Arts-Based 
Methodology 
Sarah E. Duignan 
Research on body image issues and disordered eating can be summarized by two main points 
of entry: the clinical focus on measuring incidence rates and providing interventions or 
preventions for at-risk individuals, and the humanities approach that seeks to explore the 
sociocultural mechanisms influencing individuals and groups into practicing disordered eating 
behaviours or maintaining harmful and negative perspectives on their bodies. I argue that 
traditional qualitative research on body image issues and disordered eating is grounded in the 
assumption that the body is inscribed with social meanings. The connection between disordered 
eating and body image dissatisfaction is often drawn by viewing body management as the 
outcome of cultural images and representations of the thin ideal. In order to enhance research 
on body image and disordered eating, I argue that the theoretical shift towards understanding 
the body as a lived experience is a useful starting point in understanding and discussing the 
complexity of disordered eating behaviours. Traditional research methodologies may not be 
structured in ways that can access these lived experiences, though arts-based methodologies 
may be suited for this. I will explore how arts based methodologies can be used to research and 
explore the themes of body image issues and disordered eating by prioritizing narrative and 
experience as meaningful ways to improve access and communication within healthcare 
practices and policy.  
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History Instructions: A Fable for Human Kinds in the Archive of Psychiatry 
Peter Soles Muirhead 
This paper approaches two clinical genres: the psychiatric hospital manual, and the 
confabulation fable which, through a psychiatric intake interview, serve to translate patients’ 
speech and behaviour into a third type of document, the patient history.  From the “leftovers” of 
brief archival research conducted at Toronto’s Centre for Addictions and Mental Health (CAMH) 
Archive in 2016, I analyze the hospital manual for the former Toronto Psychiatric Hospital (TPH; 
1925-1966), written by its director R.E. Turner in 1966, the year TPH was to be closed, and a 
year after policies to lower inpatient populations began in earnest in Ontario (Simmons 1990).  I 
argue that the confabulation fable—a 19th century tool replicated in the manual and still in use 
today for eliciting memory effects and supporting various diagnoses—reflects the broader logic 
of the manual as it steers patients toward particular “human kinds”(Hacking 1996), all while 
engaging in surprising, even contradictory forms of risk-management and moralization.  At the 
same time, this necessarily one-sided and temporally bracketed document also inadvertently 
raises reflexive questions of memory, the public and private archive, Mad people’s legibility in 
bureaucratic history, and the knowledge and authority to be found in historically “generative” 
documents. 
 

(Mis)Understanding Women and the Female Body 
 

Reading Between the Lines: an engendered archaeology of the Western Canadian Arctic 
Rebecca Goodwin 
 
Until the mid- to late-1980s, archaeology as a discipline lagged far behind anthropology, and the 
wider social sciences, in terms of incorporating feminist critiques and goals into research. 
Although the discipline has made great strides in the last three decades by utilizing engendered 
perspectives, archaeology is still afraid to be explicit in using feminist ideas or frameworks. 
While it is important not to place modern, western feminist ideals onto past peoples and 
societies, feminist archaeology can be used to locate and tackle the lack of voice-diversity that 
still exists in the discipline. In this paper, I will discuss how feminist archaeology has contributed 
to enhancing the presence and significance of community-based and indigenous archaeologies. 
I will then discuss how these frameworks inform and shape my own research, using the 
Ancestral Inuvialuit site of Agvik (OkRn-1) on Banks Island, NWT as a case study. Particular 
emphasis will be placed on “translating” ethnohistoric sources from the late 19th and early 20th 
century by viewing these sources through a feminist lens. Questions of identity, womanhood, 
power, and authenticity will be interrogated for the purpose of understanding what it meant to be 
an Inuvialuit woman 500 years ago. 

Embodied Experiences of Polycystic Ovarian Syndrome Beyond “Women’s Health” 
Kaitlyn Vleming 
This paper will draw on research that I am currently conducting in Toronto, focusing on 
embodied experiences of people diagnosed with polycystic ovarian syndrome (PCOS). PCOS is 
the most common cause of infertility in women worldwide (Centers for Disease Control and 
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Prevention 2016). Clinicians and patient resources tend to frame PCOS as primarily a 
reproductive health condition, echoing a larger trend within biomedicine of the reproductive 
essentialization of women. Drawing on work on the topic of “women’s health” in medical 
anthropology, as well as theory on the constructed nature of gender, I argue that framing PCOS 
as primarily affecting reproduction is reductive of many people’s experience of the diagnosis. 
Several of the people I have interviewed have expressed frustration that their doctors do not 
seem to see PCOS as an issue to be treated unless/until they are trying to conceive. Other 
symptoms of PCOS for which patients may desire biomedical intervention include hirsutism, hair 
loss, and increased risk for diabetes and heart disease (Women’s College Hospital 2011). 
Further, the framing of PCOS as a fertility and therefore a “women’s health” issue and its 
description in normative gendered terms, as causing higher levels of “male” hormones in 
women, excludes trans and gender nonbinary people, who are put in the uncomfortable position 
of accessing “women’s health” clinics and other resources if they wish to seek treatment for the 
diagnosis. 
 
 Maternal Evacuation in Inuit Populations: A Settler-Colonial Critique. 
Anneliese Mills 
Throughout the second half of the twentieth century, the Canadian Federal government 
implemented a policy of maternal evacuation, whereby pregnant Inuit women would have to 
leave their homes to deliver in southern hospitals. Despite the existence of more recent models, 
this policy remains in place for many Inuit women today. In this paper, I examine maternal 
evacuation as a historical and contemporary phenomenon. I argue first that the practice is a 
continuation of settler-colonialism, as it has historical continuity with earlier practices of 
residential schools and tuberculosis evacuations, constitutes ideological ‘elimination’ of 
Indigenous knowledge, and demonstrates a paternalistic governmentality. I then demonstrate 
that the practice hurts both individual women and entire Inuit communities in a variety of ways: 
the biomedical health of women and newborns is not improved; separating mothers from the 
rest of society has inherent social, psychological, and economic hardships; and the destruction 
of a traditional model of childbirth damages Inuit culture and self-determinism. Moreover, the 
policy is strongly associated with the colonial tendencies of knowledge invalidation and 
biomedical/anonymous care. I conclude by considering the Inuulitsivik Health Centre in Quebec, 
a newer model that aims to minimize evacuations. Such programmes are successful by 
biomedical markers and they have more culturally-appropriate types of risk, logic, and care. 
These ameliorate some of the problems associated with evacuation and offset its colonial 
forces. In light of this success, I maintain that these programmes deserve greater funding and 
that their midwives deserve legitimate accreditation – something they currently operate without. 

 
Accessing the Invisible and the Sensory in Anthropology 

 
Knowledge Through Translation: Equations, Drawings and Sound 
Mehrnaz Rohbakhsh 
Working primarily as a visual and sound artist, my practice focuses on the research of visual 
algorithms (both traditional and technological), as an approach to knowledge making. Currently, 
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this takes form in the processes of translation from scientific data to drawing and sound – a 
process of translation between different mediums. I will specifically speak upon the practices of 
data visualization between music theory and quantum theory, through their mathematical 
underpinnings, as a mode of understanding these complex systems. This research accumulated 
into a paper titled Knowledge Through Translation: Equations, Drawings and Sound , where I 
described interdisciplinary thinking through different modes of cartography such as alternative 
modes of transcribing music and astronomical graphs. Other systems will be described such as 
those of John Cage and Iannis Xenakis, in addition to Walter Benjamin’s ideas on translation 
(factual vs. faithful). Furthermore, this expanded into a project that I undertook in Florence, Italy 
this past year. An operatic installation titled Syzygy , based on the confirmation of Einstein’s 
Theory of Relativity during WWI. Graphs of Einstein’s equations were created and translated 
into sound works, forming into a mixture of classical and electronic music, which was presented 
in alternative sites around Italy and Canada (such as gardens and apartments) as a method of 
accessibility. These drawings will be projected during the presentation, as well as a two-minute 
clip of the operatic work, Syzygy . I hope this may create a dialogue in regards to scientific 
literacy through the act of visual language in graphs, symbols and algorithms.  

Sounded Methodology in Anthropology 
Justine Conte 
This research explores the presence and implications of encountering sound in the field. It 
briefly covers history of the senses, which explain why sound has not historically been a sense 
privileged in academia. It explores sound as being an important tool for recognizing and 
interfacing with affect in the field and addresses the issue of what is ‘heard’ and what is not 
‘heard’ by the researcher. The important issue of how certain sounds are selected from a 
cacophony of noise in a place, how various sounds are privileged, while others are remain 
unheard or are ignored. 
 
Ghosts, God(s), and Ghouls: including invisible interlocutors in ethnography 
Madelyn Prevost 
What do we gain when we consider spirits? How can including the invisible benefit ethnographic 
research and relationships? This paper briefly analyzes two ethnographies: Tanya Luhrmann’s 
When God Talks Back  (2012) and Fenella Cannell’s Power and Intimacy in the Christian 
Philippines  (1999). Luhrmann’s work shows how God becomes real in the lives of contemporary 
evangelical Christians while Cannell’s piece explores unequal power relations between humans 
and spiritual subjects. Together, they represent important works that take monumental steps 
towards aligning a finished ethnography with the experiences and worldviews of religious 
interlocutors. Using Foucauldian ideas of power and subject formation, this paper proposes that 
by analyzing the (power) relations between our interlocutors and the spiritual or spectral beings 
active in their life, we can improve and increase the balance of power relations between 
anthropologists and interlocutors, thereby creating more collaborative ethnographies. This paper 
seeks to, first, question our understandings of the power relations between visible and invisible 
interlocutors. Second, it seeks to destabilize the power relations between the 
anthropologist/ethnographer and our (primarily) visible interlocutors in the hopes of moving 
towards increased collaboration, connection, and understanding between anthropologists and 
the people we write about. 
 
Unexplained Sensation as an Expression of Radical Hope 
Sophia Jaworski 
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Can the logical processes of translating representations into medical forms of knowledge work 
to obscure and oppress a bodily sensation’s politics of enunciation? In this paper I call for an 
attention to what precedes the category of the medical symptom, the nothingness on the inside 
of the unknown.  I argue that traces, stirrings of the affective which exist prior to concepts, are 
aesthetic breaks which point to an embodied knowledge of history and social violence. An 
understanding of these experiences as creatively provoking a profound epistemological and 
ontological disconnection which activates another regime of representation can change the 
politics of relationality and of life. Traces disrupt translation, the “established relations between 
seeing, doing and speaking...the distribution of the sensible” (Ranciere 60, 19), demanding a 
critical engagement with the invisible, and a reconfigured representation of the sensed.  
What would it mean to consider, for example, a feeling of tingling legs unattributable to medical 
category or a physical origin, as a trace rather than a symptom? The trace is before the concept 
and the sign, therefore accessing it is challenging as it is “the impulse of the human...to turn the 
trace into the sign” (Spivak 23). The signification of symptom  depoliticizes the tingling-as-trace 
by subsuming its affective difference, its unbearable painfulness, into individualistic biopolitical 
concepts that suppress what could otherwise be socially generative. The trace, however, 
disrupts the power of a regime of sense, allowing for the possibility of radical hope in that 
opening.  

 
Translating Borders: Examining Migration and Identity 

 
Encounters with Canadianness: Knowing Ourselves Through Critical Policy Analysis 
Erin Troy 
This research turns a critical eye to federal policy, in order to gain a deeper understanding of 
ourselves as Canadians, beyond what a surface reading of speeches and events might permit. 
Policy discourses regarding security and peacekeeping, immigration, and refugees best reflect 
how we see ourselves as individuals and a nation, how we relate to each other, and how we 
connect to people and nations all over the world. Critical frameworks reveal how policies 
intersect with our understandings of ourselves as Canadians. Thobani's concept of the exalted 
national subject, coupled with Jefferess' theory regarding the use of nostalgia and myth in our 
self identification as a peacekeeping nation, are compelling analytical tools. Mbembe's concept 
of necropolitics is also a vital consideration. These approaches help navigate key events leading 
up to the 2015 Liberal electoral win, and permit comparisons between 2013 and 2015 Speeches 
from the Throne. Finally, these tools explain current public responses to Conservative MPP 
Kellie Leitch's proposed Canadian Values screenings for immigrants, and refugees. This work 
suggests that it is crucial to gain a knowledge of how historically entrenched identities respond 
or are seemingly adapted to current events. Changes in behaviours, policies and views can still 
be understood within the framework of being Canadian, rather than temporary aberrations. 
Undertaking a critical approach, then, becomes an imperative act of self-reflection. Through 
these ongoing examinations we grow aware of our own role in, and connections to, domestic 
and international events - both as individuals and as a nation. 
  
Translating Missing Bodies:  When Migrant Youth Cross Ethnographic Borders 
Morganne Blais-McPherson 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In a globalized world in which bodily mobility increasingly crosses new and old borders and in 
which phenomena exceed ethnographic scales of experience, ethnography, we are told, is in 
crisis. Calls for new methodologies abound as we struggle to make sense of people’s 
experiences that are no longer grounded in previous understandings of “the local”. Ethnography 
has been wrenched out of its traditional imaginary of single-sited fieldwork as it now grasps at 
subjects in translation. But what about mobile subjects whose experiences are, by definition, 
foreclosed to us? Borrowing from Janelle S. Taylor’s ethnographic project of “surfacing the body 
interior” (2005), I explore what it could mean to think and write about bodies that are seemingly 
missing, bodies that are given new political surfaces just as they are depoliticized and de- 
surfaced. Specifically, this talk examines the topic of missing unaccompanied minors in 
Europe’s refugee crisis to ask how, in our hypermobile globalized world, missing children can be 
approached both methodologically and ethically. When a missing child becomes the absent 
centre of ethnographic inquiry, how can their existence take on an analytical and a political role 
without making their bodies talk for them? And how can such an inquiry into the translation of 
absence help us think about the politics of cultural translation? 
 
Story of a South African Farm Attack 
Adriaan Steyn 
Since the dying years of apartheid, farm attacks have become commonplace in South Africa. In 
public discourse, these crimes have often been politicized and understood in racial terms, with 
some arguing that farm attacks constitute white or Afrikaner genocide. Acclaimed director 
Darrell Roodt’s (2015) Treurgrond [Soil of Mourning] is an Afrikaans feature film that takes farm 
attacks as its subject matter. In this paper, I explore the film’s key motifs and relate these to 
broader projections of Afrikanerness after apartheid, shifting between the textual content of the 
film and the context in which it was produced and received. I suggest that Treurgrond can be 
understood as a particular form of crime story that weaves together objective facts and 
interpretations, reality and myth, and acts as a performative that not only represents, but also 
produces reality. In addition, I argue that Treurgrond, as a crime story, fits neatly into already 
existing narratives about Afrikaners’ victimization under a democratic regime. These narratives 
present Afrikaners’ lives, culture, heritage and language as currently ‘under attack’, and have 
led many Afrikaners to seek the safety of an ethnic enclave.  
 
Contact After Contact: Linguistic Contact in Contact Upper Canada 
Martin Sneath 
The languages of Turtle Island (North America) had coexisted and in some ways affected each 
other long before the arrival of the Europeans. Starting sometime around the 1500s Europeans 
began trading along the East Coast. They introduced a language contact situation that may 
have affected the existing languages and trade jargons. Language families such as Iroquoian or 
Algonquian are how linguists conceive of the relatedness of languages. The newly introduced 
languages, with their Indo-European family roots and impoverished inflectional systems, would 
affect and be affected by the many existing. Algonquian and Iroquoian languages with their 
highly productive morphology and agglutinating structure. Areal influences are how linguists 
describe when different language families come into contact. These, and borrowings between 
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languages, such as the large number of indigenous words adopted and adapted into English 
and French, are further examples of linguistic contact at work. Languages change and 
sometimes change faster when they come in contact with new languages and when they are 
transferred to new environs. Did this happen in Upper Canada ? If so what can we find out 
about the process and results and will it help us understand the process of linguistic change? I 
will attempt to reconstruct some of the linguistic events that marked the contact of the  language 
families and identify any contemporary traces, bearing in mind that the traces of oral cultures 
are as footprints before the tide. The results are not as would be expected if one was to base 
one's expectations on the contact phenomena within the Indo-European family of languages. 
Contact phenomenon as simple as lexical transfer between the Iroquoian and Algonquian 
languages appears to be a vanishingly rare thing.  Intra-family mutual intelligibility is extremely 
high (Chafe, 1981, p. 122,  Darnell, 1990, p. 381) across vast distances. 
 

Communication and Language in Science 
 
At Rest: Shifting Concepts of the Self in Neuroscience 
Johanna Pokorny 
The “resting state” of the brain is an emerging and popular new area of research in the 
neurosciences and neuroimaging especially aimed at questions concerning the self and 
subjectivity. The term is repeatedly referred to as a “misnomer” by the neuroscientists I spoke 
with, since, as one neuroscientist stated, “it signifies the opposite of what the term itself says: 
the brain is never really at rest,” but continuously active. In this paper, I explore the conceptual 
shift brought about by “resting state” research and how this might recast notions of self in 
neuroscience. What does the always active brain suggest as a mode of being “neurologically 
human,” as Tobias Rees (2016) has termed it, or the ethical space which the neurosciences 
have opened up. Rees (2016) argues that the recent move to a paradigm of plasticity, or the 
notion that the brain is not hardwired but plastic in response to the environment, introduces a 
new radical notion of “plastic reason” in the sciences, shifting attention to the changeability and 
becoming of biological substrates and organisms. I argue, following the work of Victoria 
Pitts-Taylor (2010, 2016, but also Rose and Abi-Rached 2013), that this new concept might be 
read through notions of Foucauldian governmentality that shape neuroscientific concepts of self; 
however, I show how these are not reductive (Latour 2004, Martin 2000) but hinge especially on 
claims, following from Rees (2016), to becoming and complexity. 
 
Biological Anthropology and the Media: lessons from recent controversies in a changing media 
landscape 
Madlen M. Lang and Mallory G. I. Atell 
The relationship between the scientific community and the general public has a long and 
dynamic history which has been especially influenced by the media. As the translator and the 
widest reaching source of information the media plays a crucial role in the public perception of 
science. The effect of scientific media coverage can be positive, increasing public interest, 
comprehension, and participation in scientific research, however, its effect can also be negative. 
Unlike the sciences, the value of information in the media is not determined solely on its validity 
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and credibility but on its newsworthiness, often leading to the spread of sensationalized 
misinformation. These factors are particularly relevant to biological anthropology as the study of 
the human condition regularly attracts media attention. Our goal is to examine the power of 
media in creating narratives around scientific anthropological discovery and its ability to shape 
public opinion of the discipline. To do this, we focus on several cases in biological anthropology 
where the media was involved in the process, announcement, and circulation of research and 
the problems associated with this close relationship. Though recent changes in the form of the 
media complicate the relationship between science and the general public, these changes also 
provide an opportunity to share information in new and exciting ways. In light of its longstanding 
endeavor to be self-aware and reflective, Anthropology as a discipline is uniquely situated to 
explore and question its role in the media and its relationship with those outside this field. 
 
Translating Between Taxonomy and Traditional Ecological Knowledge: local names and 
Linnaean classifications in Madagascar 
Malcolm S. Ramsay 
In the biological sciences Linnaean classifications and local colloquial names are often treated 
as a dichotomy. This is especially true for indigenous languages that do not conform to Western 
linguistic norms. However, there is a breadth of knowledge that is contained within linguistic 
names including form, function, and distribution of an organism. This study was carried out in 
NW Madagascar in Ankarafantsika National Park (ANP). Three transects of 500m were 
established to determine vegetative biodiversity in different areas of ANP. All trees greater than 
1 m tall were identified by a local Malagasy guide from ANP, a botanist from the University of 
Antananarivo, and a non-expert from the University of Toronto. A total of 46 and 43 distinct 
plants were identified using binomial nomenclature and individual local names respectively. 
Thus, there was a >93% rate of agreement in terms of taxonomic classification between 
scientific nomenclature and local Malagasy names. Additionally, prefixes in Malagasy 
corresponded to related genera in seven cases. In three other cases Malagasy prefixes 
represented distinct phylogenetic groups unified by convergent features. This study suggests 
that the translation of knowledge from local to Linnaean classifications is perhaps not as difficult 
as previous thought and showcases that a paradigm shift is needed with biology towards a 
greater acceptance of local names. 
 
Translating behaviour in transitional environments: The influence of habitat on the activity 
budgets of two neotropical primates 
Matthew de Vries 
Edge habitat is a form of transitional environment that emerges from interactions between 
adjacent ecosystems, often involving human actors. For forest-dwelling mammals such as 
primates, research has shown that edge effects can have varying impacts on their population 
densities, depending on species tolerance. For two primates that can persist in highly disturbed 
contexts such as edge habitat, emperor tamarins (Saguinus  imperator ) and saddleback 
tamarins (Leontocebus weddelli ), I investigate how time spent in these transitional environments 
may translate into changes in their daily behavioural patterns. In this presentation, I will 
synthesize ecological and behavioural data collected from 2 study groups (May – August 2016) 
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at Los Amigos Biological Research Station in southeastern Peru, which range through a variety 
of habitat types that may impose constraints on aspects of their behaviour such as feeding 
patterns and predator avoidance. This research highlights the importance of capturing how 
primate populations are responding to anthropogenic disturbance beyond changes in population 
density, as it is key for understanding the long-term viability and adaptability of seemingly 
disturbance-tolerant species. 
 

Communicating Resistance 
 
The Underground Seen: Moving Images, Heterotopias, and Alter-Natives 
Tri Phuong 
Paper Abstract: For seven nights in October 2016 an underground film festival was carried out 
in Ho Chi Minh City, Vietnam skirting existing structures of media censorship. This festival 
brought together independent films and video arts from Southeast Asia that touch upon the 
subject of Western colonialism and its lingering traumas. The festival also redefined the 
meaning of audience engagement. Hosted at obscure locations across the dense metropolis, 
audience members had to navigate traffic jams, endure the monsoon rain, check for real-time 
updates, and potentially get lost, in order to find the screenings. The experience of alterity in 
terms of authorization, obfuscation, and misdirection refract the intimate condition of state 
domination over collective memories, movements, and maladies. 
Michel Foucault posits the concept of heterotopia as a counter to authoritarianism and 
oppression. By heterotopias, literally “other places,” he identified physical places, neither good 
nor bad, that are outside society's space and time, at once isolated and accessible. This essay 
examines the sights, scenes, and sounds of the Out of Frame Film Festival, whereby the 
strategic use of subaltern spaces for underground screenings merged present lived experiences 
with previous dispossessions. I argue that the geography of movement and the out-of-way 
places intrinsic to the audience experience bear witness to the colonial past leaking into the 
socialist present through the blurring of filmic narratives and lived environments. The 
underground is thus “seen” as the nexus where the confluence of “others,” the process of 
“self-othering” (altered natives) and “other places” (heterotopias) becomes an emergent political 
event. 
  
Intersecting subjectivities: issues of translation and reinterpretation in same-sex desiring 
Muslims. 
Jim Powell 
Over the past ten years the movements to increase human rights and civil liberties for sexual 
minorities have moved beyond Western borders.  Small engagements of resistance can be 
seen in the Middle East, challenging entrenched cultural norms that marginalize sexual 
minorities into invisibility.  Emergences of homosexuality in predominantly Muslim countries run 
counter to previous academic claims that Muslim cultures lack homosexuals, instead 
accommodating a pervasive bisexuality as an unspoken part of the culture.  This claim is 
echoed by many political and religious leaders in the Middle East, blaming the West for 
imposing an identity which did not exist before.  These discourses circulating around this 
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visibility are creating new and unique subject positions, not only for sexual minorities in Muslim 
countries but for the “gay” Muslim diaspora emerging in the West. Same-sex desiring Muslims in 
the U.S. and Europe are often in a liminal space: a paradoxical loci that seemingly offers refuge 
for their sexual subjectivity while often demonizing and alienating their religious subjectivity. 
This space is a new kind of margin, where the tensions between sanctuary and alienation create 
a new political subject: the codependent subject.  This paper examines the issues of translation 
and reinterpretation that same-sex desiring Muslims often navigate in a post-9/11 United States. 
From religious texts and cultural norms to supposedly inclusive LGBTQ safe spaces, sexual 
minorities in U.S. Muslim communities are rendering experience to allow the articulation of 
sexual, as well as spiritual, subjectivities. 
 
Translating African Identity to New World Context: Communicating Solidarity through Ceramic 
Design on American Colonial Plantations 
Tyla Beke 
Described in the historical record, captivity and substantial movements of captives have been 
major contributing forces to the entanglement of diverse cultural groups the world. These forced 
migrations have introduced a novel interface between the imprisoned and the captor, motivating 
subtle modes of communication necessary to subvert power imbalances. This struggle is 
embodied in manifestations of American slave culture of the Colonial era, who came to be one 
of the largest captive populations known to modern man. Plantations homes intertwine culturally 
intermixed groups of Africans swept into trans-Atlantic markets. Though while sharing skin 
colour, marked language and social differences acted as barriers to communication. Despite 
this, ceramics decorated with visualizations of African culture could be used to signal group 
affiliation, symbols of a collective social memory, and invoke individuality through the use of a 
novel medium in the New World. Ceramic pipes especially were a nuanced approach to 
displaying visual translations of one’s identity. The lack of plantation owner interference in 
private ceramic making allowed the distinct recollection of African lifeways to go uncompromised 
in the narrow window of unabashed cultural expression enslaved populations could assert 
themselves. Legacies of colonially charged racism and oppression have seeped into the lack of 
research disseminated on black slave communities for decades – it is part of our responsibility 
as archaeologists to make both underrepresented histories and voices accessible and heard. 
 
 

Translating the Past: Historical Events and their Ongoing Durations 
 
“Translating the Impossible”:  Deciphering Iconography at the World’s First Temple (Göbekli 
Tepe, Turkey – 12 KYA) 
Jeremy Brooks 

In this essay presentation I offer an original translation of the pristine Neolithic iconography at 
Göbekli Tepe, Turkey (10,300/10,100 - 8000 BP), currently regarded as the ‘World’s First 
Temple’. My interpretation is relevant to the famous crane, fox, and snake iconography 
represented on Pillar 33 of enclosure D. Göbekli Tepe is celebrated internationally for its 
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immense religious, architectural, and iconographical significance both in the archaeological 
community and media, having been validated as a momentous discovery for the history of the 
world. My translations of this iconography are oriented in the work of Prof. Ted Banning (UofT, 
Anthropology – Chair), who first suggested the representation of animal-clan communities in his 
2011 paper, ‘So Fair A House’. Under his supervision, he recognized my work as the first to 
offer an account of this iconography depicting a prehistoric battle between clan communities. 
The late Prof. Klaus Schmidt, the discoverer of the site, believed this to be an impossible task 
as outlined in his book, ‘Göbekli Tepe: A Stone Age sanctuary in South-Eastern Anatolia’ 
(2012). As a result, I have begun translating this iconography into a narrative of what I believe is 
the symbolic veneration of Neolithic clans  memorialized in a prehistoric battle between the 
people of the Crane and Fox clans by the builders of Göbekli Tepe. This is significant as my 
translations would be the first to offer insight into the documented social histories of a people 
who lived thousands of years before the invention of writing. 

Influence of Occupational Class on Marriage Consanguinity in Malta, 1863-1880 
Raj Bhagat and Larry A. Sawchuk 
 
Mating between two closely related individuals (e.g., siblings and cousins) increases 
homozygosity of recessive alleles in a population (Bittles and Grant, 2002; Day and Smith, 
2013), as well as the frequency of genetic disorders (e.g., phenylketonuria, thalassemia, 
hemophilia etc.) (Bildirici et al., 2011). Genealogical data has commonly been used to study 
inbreeding in historic populations (Day and Smith, 2013) although other types of data such as 
from marriage records also prove to be reliable (Pattison, 2009). Consanguineous marriages 
have been a common occurrence throughout history and can be linked to various demographic 
and social factors (Pettener, 1985). The current study analyzes Maltese marriage record data 
between 1863-1880 to understand the relationship between consanguineous marriages and 
occupational class. Using a X2 (chi-square) analysis, the null hypothesis, that there is no 
association between occupational class and inbreeding, is tested. Data from 1,875 marriages 
including bride and groom’s surname, parents’ surname, age, and occupation were analyzed. 
There was no significant trend in the proportion of consanguineous to non-consanguineous 
marriages over time. Occupational class significantly influences the occurrence of 
consanguineous marriages within a group. Lower class occupations are associated with 
significantly higher consanguineous marriages than middle and upper class occupations 
(p<0.05). These findings are comparable with another study looking at marriage consanguinity 
and occupational class in a 19th century English population (Day and Smith, 2013). This study 
shows that apart from using genealogical data, marriage record data proves to be a reliable 
source to interpret the context for marriage consanguinity in historic populations. 
 
New Perspectives on Post-Occupational Villa Burials from the Roman Villa di Vacone 
Devin L. Ward  
 
Post-occupational burials in Roman villas are common in central Italy. Different from practices in 
Late Imperial Rome, burials within the walls of ruined villas are identified following the 
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abandonment of these structures in the early 300s C.E. Site-specific publications indicate that 
these interments become less elaborate through 500 C.E. and often incorporate material from 
the ruined villa itself.  This trend is likely related to reoccupation or reuse of villa structures and 
to more general economic and religious changes after the collapse of the Roman empire. 
I examine findings from ongoing excavation in the Sabina Tiberina as a case study of 
post-occupational burials inside villa structures. To date, excavations in the Roman villa at 
Vacone have uncovered a minimum of six individuals in four graves, including four adult males, 
one subadult, and one neonate. All adult individuals exhibit signs of poor dental health, 
developmental stress, and possible infection. No grave goods have been recovered. All 
individuals, excluding the neonate, were buried with knowledge of the villa’s physical structure; 
material from the roof and walls is incorporated into each burial. Radiocarbon dating of two 
individuals tentatively associates these burials to the 7th and 8th centuries. 
Though previous research has used the presence of human remains to indicate the end of villa 
function, burials in fact provide evidence of continued importance of Roman structures centuries 
later. Burial style may indicate changes in religion and relationships with the dead, whereas 
skeletal remains themselves reveal the health, mobility, and demography of local populations.  
 

Political Translations in Knowledge Production, States, Development and Ethnography 

The Penal System as an Extension of the Colonial State: reproducing and legitimizing colonial 
violence by managing bodies through targeted incarceration 
Zahra Rajabi 
There is a parallel to be made between the structure of the nation-state and the nuclear family. 
Both ideal systems of organization, are a hetero-patriarchal unit. Led by a white male, with all 
other subjects learning their roles within the family in relation to the father figure. The Canadian 
penal system, was born out of this colonial nation-state framework. As an extension of the state, 
the penal system in Canada inflicts colonial violence in three ways: (I)the historical process of 
community prisonization of Indigenous communities, (II) a paternal approach to meeting the 
needs of female inmates by misappropriating the critical feminist discourse of female 
empowerment, and (II) through the courts misappropriation of intersectionality in the new 
sentencing regimes that were intended to help Indigenous women. The Canadian nation- state 
does not fail Indigenous communities, but deliberately inflicts violence at the local, institutional, 
and structural levels to maintain its White-Settler State. 
However, despite the multiple forms of violence Indigenous communities face, they have always 
resisted state sanction violence, and continue to do so. To present Indigenous, Black, and other 
racialized groups as docile, would further be used to justify the need for the colonial state to 
govern them. Therefore, to call penal violence as colonial violence is to emphasize the racial, 
class, and gendered dimension of this particular violence. It is to historicize and politicize the 
penal system in Canada. 
 
Effectual Documentation: Knowledge Co-Production and Indigenous Rights Litigation in Canada 
Sam Tait 
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This paper consists of an investigation into the co-production of knowledge as it relates to the 
recognition and expansion of indigenous rights through litigation by First Nations, Métis and Inuit 
communities in Canada. The successful litigation of a claim depends on the collection of data to 
substantiate it, as well as that data’s “translation,” presentation and recognition as  evidence. I 
interrogate the process by which data is rendered intelligible as defensible “expert” knowledge 
in judicial proceedings through the collaboration of indigenous claimants and anthropologists. 
Following from an ethnographic approach to documents (e.g. relevant anthropological literature, 
court judgments and evidence deemed substantive in court), I elucidate the ways in which 
knowledge co-production, in accordance with indigenous epistemologies, has the capacity to 
facilitate the litigation necessary to realize commitments delineated in The TRC’s Calls to 
Action . I also draw from firsthand ethnographic data in the form of interviews I conducted with 
Senwung Luk (a legal scholar and partner at prominent Aboriginal Law Firm, OKT LLP) and 
Ronald Williamson (chief archeologist Annual Indigenous at Archaeological Services Inc. and 
expert consultant).  Finally, I reflect on my experience presenting this research in its earlier 
iteration Queen’s Annual Indigenous Research Symposium to elders, indigenous scholars and 
other stakeholders. I argue that collaborative “translation” of knowledge, when consistent with 
indigenous epistemologies, can obviate re-inscribing the dominance of hierarchies of knowledge 
concomitant with the settler-colonial legal context in unexpected ways. Furthermore, knowledge 
co-production is paramount to the successful negotiation, expansion and recognition of 
indigenous rights within a nation-to-nation framework. 
 
Beyond an Anthropology of the Good: Connecting macrolevel forces and the body in 
ethnographies of suffering 
Bronwyn Frey 
Recent decades have seen the proliferation of suffering subjects in ethnography, as well as 
debates about the merits, problems, and future developments of this trend. A notable 
contribution to these discussions is Joel Robbins’ call for an “anthropology of the good,” which 
would examine virtuous human experiences as a means of recovering the critical appreciation 
of deep cultural differences that contemporary accounts of trauma tend to collapse. However, 
Robbins does not convincingly show how inquiries into morality, care, and hope would clearly 
connect to his desire for strengthened critical cultural contextualization. While an anthropology 
of the good is an important alternative to “suffering slot” ethnography, my paper addresses the 
issue of how to better implement deeper cultural critique within this genre. Specifically, I will 
compare how Lucas Bessire’s Behold the Black Caiman , Joao Biehl’s Vita , and Angela Garcia’s 
The Pastoral Clinic  marshal bodily experiences of suffering and related, larger-scale cultural 
phenomena. I will juxtapose them against Robbins’ critiques of suffering slot ethnography in 
order to illuminate the strengths and weaknesses in his argument. I argue that by giving equally 
thorough attention to microlevel accounts of somatic experience and macrolevel cultural 
analysis, ethnographies of suffering can more effectively answer Robbins’ call to recover the 
cultural point while maintaining their value as embodied understandings of how humans fail and 
heal each other. In conclusion, by examining how contemporary ethnographies of suffering 
balance embodied experiences with macrolevel forces, this paper suggests a new means of 
reviving anthropology’s unique critical capacities. 
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Trust in Participatory Development: Potential Moves to Innocence 
Miriam Hird-Younger 
Over the last three decades, participation has become a central tenet of international 
development strategies. Despite striving to be attuned to local needs and contexts, critics have 
argued that participatory approaches do not challenge the top-down structures that they seek to 
change. Although trust is often cited as a requisite for participation, it is rarely studied or 
theorized within the context of international development. With an emphasis on local and 
partnership-based development approaches, there is potential for trust to become a focus of 
participatory development strategies in order to address its failures. Through an examination of 
four texts that analyze trust, this paper critically studies the potential consequences of how trust 
is currently conceptualized and approached in development. Drawing on Mawhinney’s 
conceptualization of ‘moves to innocence’, the paper demonstrates that processes of trust 
building are not power-neutral and can be complicit in reproducing unequal power relations 
within development. This paper highlights the ways that the implementation of trust as a 
mechanism for strengthening development relationships can obscure the historical and political 
underpinnings of these relationships, homogenize participants and create an asymmetrical 
relationship in which local communities are the object of trust building, rather than part of a 
complex, difficult and dialogical mutual trust building process. Without acute attentiveness to 
issues of context, essentialism, politics and history, there is a risk of using trust as a ‘move to 
innocence’ that is complicit in reproducing unequal power relationships rather than challenging 
them. 
  

Understanding Human and Non-Human Interactions 

Defining the relationship between Homo sapiens and Neanderthals 
Natalie Austin 
Questions in research regarding the relationship between humans and Neanderthals have been 
centred around what it means to be a human and categorizing species. Despite the blurriness in 
the definitions of these concepts, Neanderthals and humans continue to be understood as 
separate. Archaeology itself and its analysis of human evolution has a longstanding history of 
this type of typological thinking and an obsession with classifying hominins based on a certain 
set of characteristics. Although the field has changed to become more objective, this taxonomic 
focus and obsession with human difference has remained. I deconstruct this understanding of 
the distinction between these groups archaeologically through the use of these popular 
characteristics used by academics in the past. This includes geographic and temporal, genetic, 
skeletal, and cultural evidence. This data that has been used to support two species, has 
equally suggested that they are more similar than different. These characteristics show more of 
a continuum, and even more so a mosaic, of expression within human populations themselves 
and between humans and other evolutionary species. Approaches to understanding this 
relationship should continue to work to be devoid of preconceived notions, dynamic, and without 
strict definition. The research shows that such a strict dichotomy does not exist and the 
distinction between humans and Neanderthals, cannot be defined so easily.  
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Tracing Behaviour in ‘Footprints’: Indirect spatial-modelling approaches to the study of realized 
habitat preferences in crowned lemur (Eulemur coronatus) 
Fernando M. Mercado Malabet 
In primate species, habitat preference is a scale-dependent process that can be influenced by a 
number of different resources and conditions, including: the distribution of ecological and 
environmental resources and the intensity of anthropogenic impact. Understanding the realized 
aspects of habitat preferences provides novel and interesting opportunities to the study of 
primate behaviour. By defining the structure of the habitat sections where a species is or is not 
found, we provide the basis to explain the range of conditions and resources that are needed to 
supply the means of behavioural expression. The study of habitat preference, then can be used 
as an indirect approach to the study of primate behaviour; in which habitat structure and the 
location of individuals serve as translation points to infer on the means by which primates 
navigate their habitats. In this study, I use ecological niche modelling to examine how the 
structure of the habitat sections occupied by crowned lemur (Eulemur coronatus) inform us on 
the behavioural strategies that this lemur species employs to navigate heavily disturbed forest 
fragments. This study uses field data gathered at Oronjia Conservation Park in Northern 
Madagascar and sub-centimetre resolution, multispectral satellite data to build niche models of 
realized habitat preference. My results show that at Oronjia, E. coronatus displays a mixed 
response to disturbance. Likely indicating a need to maximize foraging opportunities while also 
avoiding environmental and anthropogenic stressors. Furthermore, my results show that this 
approach provides advantages to the study of small and at-risk populations, since it does not 
rely on their direct detection, which can be challenging. 
 
Becoming with Cyanobacterial Blooms: Responsive Potentials from Microbial Gatherings 
Jessica Broe-Vayda 
Chemical pollutants have proliferated in the fallout of industrial capitalism. These environmental 
pollutants travel through infrastructural connections and intermingle with life to produce new 
forms of ecological precarity. Drawing on the analytic of an ‘afterlife’ (Murphy 2016), I explore 
the effects of industrial processes on the material conditions of life. First, I review existing 
scholarship on ‘life’ as a category and object of scholarly inquiry, and I discuss how this concept 
allows us to trace the limits of categorical thinking. I then explore the altered stories unfolding 
within precarious environments by tracking the accelerating emergence of one species of 
microbial life, cyanobacteria, a form of ‘toxic progeny’ that thrive in conditions of chemical 
excess. Blooms of cyanobacteria reconfigure the dynamics of existence in Lake Ontario’s 
Hamilton Harbour. I argue that these algae assemble in incalculable numbers and thrive in 
capitalism’s effluent, making and remaking watery worlds. I further conclude by considering the 
possible futures left open by ecological precarity and chemical contamination, and suggest that 
multi-species relationships are a form of radical kinship; we can and should acknowledge the 
world-making potential not only of positively conceived lifeforms, but also those that have been 
identified as toxic or unwelcome by environmental science. 
 
Are You What You Eat? Translating Food as Symbol and Self in an Ancient Peruvian Polity 
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Arwen Johns 

The Virú Valley on the North Coast of Peru, ca. 100 B.C.E. to 700 C.E., saw the emergence of 
the first pre-Inca states, associated with rising of polities and local rulers with strong holds on 
the land and people under their dominion. This was also a time when new urban social identities 
cemented as state administrators converged in capitals and administrative towns. Elsewhere in 
the Andes, similar processes involved shifts in how people acquired and consumed food and 
social disparities deepened as elite individuals gained control over particular resources, 
including food.  I will detail the theoretical orientation applied to my zooarchaeological analysis 
at two Virú sites, Huaca Gallinazo and Huaca Santa Clara, focused on the embodiment of food 
and its social construction.  Taking the embodiment of food as a point of departure will allow for 
the examination of entanglements between humans and animals outside of problematic 
dichotomies. Furthermore, food can be viewed as an aspect of identity, marking similarities and 
differences between individuals and groups. The ambiguity associated with human-animal 
relations emerges because they are at once like us, and yet quite different, leading animals to 
be a fertile site for human metaphor and symbolism, and not just a food source. By framing what 
we eat as a social and political act, both public and private, and inextricably tied to our 
presentation of self, the familiar saying “you are what you eat” takes on deeper meaning as we 
conceptualize animal foods as sources of power and tools for identity formation.  
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